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Sadhu Vaswani Hindu Cultural Center and Temple
Hindu Heritage Camp: “Hinduism in practice”

April 06 – 08, 2012 
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The Third Annual Hindu Heritage Camp will be held from April 06-08, 2012 at the Sadhu Vaswani Hindu Cultural Center and Temple in Shreveport (SVHCC&T). The theme of the camp is “Hinduism in practice”. The mission of the camp is to help children gain a better understanding of Hinduism and familiarize them with the basic beliefs and practices of Hindu religion and culture. The camp will be directed by Smt. Devi Parvati, who has been conducting the famous Hindu Heritage Summer Camp in Rochester, NY for more than three decades. Devi makes the difficult & complicated task of teaching the young kids how to practice Hinduism in their daily life and why they should be proud of their heritage. More than dozen local families have been investing in their kids’ future by sending them 1,300 miles away for more than a decade to learn from her. The first camp last year was a grand success.  We are fortunate to have Devi Parvati coming to Shreveport again to conduct the camp. The major details are as follows: 
Date and Time: The camp will start on Friday, April 06th at 9:00 am and end on Sunday, April 08th, by 2:30 pm. Camp activities will end at 8:00 pm on Friday and Saturday.

Location: SVHCC&T, 6526, Jefferson Paige Road, Shreveport, LA 71119

Activities: The camp will include a wide variety of activities aimed at learning various aspects of Hindu culture, such as learning how to perform a Puja, learning Shlokas, Hindu Philosophy, Bhajans, Yoga, Arts & Crafts, Group sharing and Fun Filled Games/activities aimed at imparting valuable knowledge. 

Age: 8 years and above.  Siblings who are 7 years old may be considered on a case by case basis.  
Accommodations:  Children attending camp from out of town will be hosted by local families, free of charge. Camp organizers will assist in assigning a host family if needed. Out of town children can arrive Thursday night at the SVHCC&T. Camp organizers will transport them to host families. Visiting parents should make their own arrangements for stay, if they decide to stay in town.

Camp Fee:   The fees will be as follows:

An “Early Bird” registration discount will be given to students joining before March 18th. 

$150 ($125 for sibling) if registering by March 18th (two weeks before the deadline).

$175 ($150 for sibling) after that, till the deadline of Apr 1st.
Fee Deadline: Payment should be received by Sunday, April 1st. Space is limited. Enrollment will be first come first enrolled. Please make check payable to “SVHCC & T” and mail the application/s & the check to Mr. Inder Kalra, 615 Lake Forbing Drive, Shreveport, LA 71106.  Tel: 318-869-0155.  Please mention the child’s name and “Hindu Camp Registration Fee” in the memo line.  

Cancellations: If we receive the cancellation request for your child’s reservation by April 1st 2012, a 50% refund will be issued. After that date, there will be no refunds. Refund checks will be mailed after the camp ends. If for any reason the camp is cancelled by SVHCC & T, you will receive a full refund of your payments.   

Meals: Camp fee includes vegetarian meals – Lunch, dinner, and two snacks. Lunch will be American style (cereal, sandwiches, etc.); dinner will be Indian food.

Sponsorship: This low fee is made possible by expected sponsorships by community members. If you would like to, there are several opportunities available to sponsor various aspects of the camp. For further details please contact Mr. Inder Kalra (318-869-0155) or the contacts below. Your Tax Deductible Sponsorships and/or Donations, of any amount, would be greatly appreciated and acknowledged.
Contacts: Laxmi Jain (sjain4@lsuhsc.edu; 318-797-8598) or  
     Sanjay Menon (sanjay.menon@lsus.edu; 318-798-2558) or
       Sanjeevi Tivakaran (sanjeevit@suddenlink.net; 318-746-6144)
Website Information: http://svhinduculturalcenter.com ; click on “Campsite Information”.

About Rochester Camp: The children and parents who have attended the Rochester camp have had an overwhelming positive experience. Shreveport parents have been sending their kids to Rochester Camp for more than 2 decades. Some of the kids who attended the camp earlier under Devi’s guidance, now have become Directors/Counselors at the Rochester camp. In fact, one of them is on the Board of Directors for the Rochester camp. We are fortunate to have Smt. Devi Parvati bring decades of camp experience to our town and teach our children about Hinduism. We encourage everyone to make use of this opportunity. Children will learn values of life from our scriptures in a supervised, fun filled environment which will leave an everlasting impression and guide them in daily life for years to come.
About Smt. Devi Parvati: Devi has been an integral part of HHSC (www.omhhsc.org) for over 30 years. She is one of the founding members of HHSC when it was established during the 70’s in the Poconos, Pennsylvania. Since then until 1998, Devi Parvati acted as HHSC's Spiritual Advisor, Director, and Program Coordinator. From 1999 onwards, she trained young camp veterans to assume this leadership role.  Sumati Jain, Ravi Patel, Prashant Sastry, and Anupam Reddy are some of the many young adults that she has trained in camp administration and camp programming from Shreveport. Every year, she runs two sessions of two weeks long camp in Rochester and a camp in Columbus, Ohio. Typical Camp video: http://www.mriduchandra.com/?p=389
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Tentative Camp Schedule

Friday (April 06) & Saturday (April 07)

09:00 am
Yoga

09:30 am
Puja

10:30 am
Philosophy Class

11:30 am
Chanting/Sanskrit Class

12:45 pm
Lunch


02:00 pm
Indoor/Outdoor Games & Sports

03:30 pm
Arts & Crafts

04:30 pm
Snack & break

05:00 pm
Vak Siddhi/Group Sharing

Story Telling – younger children (stories of Ganesha, Siva, Krishna)
06:00 pm
Dinner

07:00 pm
(Fri) Aarati, Bhajans

07:00 pm
(Sat) Campfire, Music & Dandia
08:00 pm
Adjourn
Sunday (April 08)

09:00 - Yoga
09:30 - Puja
10:30 - Philosophy class
11:00 - Kids change in to Indian clothes
11:30 -  Temple Bhajan [with everbody]
12:00 - "Vedic Procession" followed by "Vedic Lunch"
 02:00 - Validation Awards
 02:30 -  Good byes
Quotes from Parents & Kids:

“Hindu camp is such a great opportunity for Hindu Americans to explore the values of their religion and culture and have lots of fun at the same time!”
            
     


          Ms. Neha Dhawan

“As a child, HHSC helped to bridge a wide gap between the two very separate worlds I always identified with: my Indian-home world and my American-school world. Camp enabled and encouraged me to be proud of my culture and heritage while providing a lifetime of leadership skills, amazing friendships, and never ending self confidence.”








Ms. Sumati Jain

“Sending my kids to Hindu Heritage Summer Camp is the best investment I made in my life!”

   Dr. Sudha Rao

"Having the opportunity to learn about my religion and culture has been an invaluable experience in helping me become the person that I am today. With the past guidance of Devi Parvati helping me understand what it means to be a Hindu, I feel like I am better prepared to face the challenges that life has to offer." 












              Prashant Sastry
